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In this issue of FLASHBACK will be found an authoritative account of the 
battle of Fayetteville on April 18, 1863, as well as a review of the mili- 
tary movements in Washington County both before and after the battle. The 
research and writing for this issue are the work of Tom Feathers,secretary 
of the Washington County Historical Society. 

The Society observed the 90th anniversary of the battle of Fayetteville 
by holding a meeting on Sunday, April 19, 1953, in the Christian Church, 
which occupies a site that was a part of the battlefield on that memorable 
day. Mr, Feathers traced the action of the battle on a large map and read 
the reports of the opposing commanders, R. R. Logan, vice-president of the 
Society, presided and added other information to the program, About 150 
persons attended the meeting and were given an opportunity to ask ques- 
tions and contribute information. 


Fortifications in 
Fayetteville 

The map reproduced here- 
with was found in 1904 
among some papers in.an 
old desk by Frank Moore, 
There is no clue to the 
identity of the person who 
drew the map, However, the 
lack of signatures and of 
military indicia would in- 
dicate that this was not 
an official map, 

It is probable that this 
map was prepared in 1864-—- 
about the time of General 
Fagan's attack from the 
west, since there is no 
record of any elaborate 
fortifications around the 
square in the early years 
of the War, The Tebbetts 
house, Federal headquar-— 
ters during the battle of 
Fayetteville, is not shown 
on this map. The headquar- 
ters shown was possibly 
the Baxter house, Neither 
is Arkansas College shown, 
The college was burned in 
1862, as was the Female In- IN 
stitute across the street, Map used by courtesy of Miss i tenton 
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The History of Military Activities 
in th Vicinity of Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
7 including 
the Battle of Fayetteville and the Siege of Fayetteville 
during the War Between the States 


by Tom Feathers 


It was only natural that the city of Fayetteville should have .been 
occupied first by the armies of the Confederacy. The State of Arkansas 
had joined with the South in secession, thereby expressing a belief 
that each state was sovereign, that each state had the right to decide 
whether it would remain in the Union or withdraw, and that the indiv- 
idual state also had the right to make decisions regarding the legal- 
ity of its citizens' ownership of slaves. The North was opposed to 
these policies, by contending that the Union of states should be pre- 
served and that slavery should be abolished from all states. Regard- 
less of belief, both Northern and Southern troops felt they were 
fighting for a just cause, Washington County's position on questions 
which were the underlying causes of the War of the Rebellion was sin- 
ilar to that of the state as a whole; her interests and sympathies 
were with the South, but there remained the decided feeling against 
disunion until the war had actually begun. | 


A bill providing for an election, in which the people would vote for 
or against the calling of a state convention to make the decision re- 
garding secession, was passed by the state legislature on January 2h, 
1861. A mass meeting was held in Fayetteville on February 2 with some 
500 persons assembled. Benjamin F. Boone acted as chairman and Robert 
W. Mecklin addressed the gathering. Dr. T. J. Pollard read. the resolu- 
tion that had been adopted at a convention held in Boonsboro January 
26. The principal clause in this resolution was "That if the efforts 
of the border states, towit: Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Tennesse, 
North Carolina, Kentucky and Missouri, shall fail to adjust the pres- 
ent political troubles of our country, that the interests of Arkansas 
being with theirs, she (Arkansas) shall take such action as those of 
the older and more powerful slave states shall indicate for them 
selves," 


J.B. Russell, David Walker, Dr. C. W. Deane and James. H. Stirman 
favored as delegates to the state convention, at this Boonsboro meet- 
ing. After the reading of these reports, Dr.G.W.Taylor made an attempt 
to have a committee appointed to draft a resolution expressing the 
sentiments of the local convention. Immediately the meeting was thrown 
into a state of confusion when Stephen Bedford took the floor and 
chirged that the chairman of the meeting had been previously selected, 
that a resolution had been previously prepared, and that the secre-- 
taries (J. H. VanHoose and M.C.Duke) were secessionests. Thereupon the 
assemblage adjourned and no other attempts were made to have a meeting 
to nominate delegates or publicly express views before the - state 
election was held. 


The state election took place on February 18. A Fayetteville news- 
paper, The Arkansian, announced results of the election as follows: 
"The election on Monday passed off, under all circumstances, as quiet- 
ly as our elections generally do, without bloodshed or angry feeling, 
and the Union is doing as well as could be expected. The following is 
the result: For a convention, 569; no convertion, 1,541; for delegates 
J. H. Stirman 1,924, T.M. Gunter, 1,780, David Walker 1777, J.P.A.Parks 
1713, C.W.Deane 410, John Billingsley 364, W.T.Neal 353, scattering 42. 

"From Benton, Madison, Crawford and Sebastian counties we learn that 
the Southern Rights men have been defeated by as heavy majorities, in 
proportion to the number of votes polled, as in the county." 


Three prominmt Fayetteville residents who were in sympathy with the 
movement to preserve the Union -- David Walker, J.H.Stirman and Thomas 
M. Gunter -- issued an address to the people of the state, entitled: 
"Union Address to the People of Arkansas," The object of this state- 
ment was to explain their action on the question: "Shall Arkansas co- 
operate with the border, or unseceded slave states, in efforts to 
secure a permanent and satisfactory adjustment of sectional controver- 
sies disturbing the county, or immediately seeede?" An extract from 
the address follows: 


"Thus it will be seen, that while Arkansas is not committed to the 
doctrine of secession, she condemns coercion by the Federal government 
and recommends the removal of causes that might lead to a collision; 
and the adoption of constitutional means to restore peace and frater- 
nal relations between the sections, and happiness and prosperity to 
our once united but now distracted country," 


A convention assembled at West Fork on April 25 expressed itself in 
the following resolution: 


"Resolved, First: That we are opposed to any ordinance of secession! 
The second paragraph called for a vote of the people on the question, 
and the third paragraph expressed the wish to cooperate with other 
border states. The fourth paragraph related "that we are opposed to 
any act of the convertion (state) that would unite us with the South- 
ern Confederacy as it now exists." 


The results of the foregoing Washington County convention represent 
the various conflicting instructions which were to be used by the 
state convention to determine the sentimmts of the people toward 
secession. Using these expressed opinions as a guage, the Mason-Dixon 
line extended itself through Washington County andthe city of Fay- 
etteville, 


The state convertion was moved to pass the Ordinance of Secession 
immediately after the fall of Fort Sumter and the issuance of a call 
for troops by President Lincoln. 


RECRUITMENT OF TROOPS BEGUN 


Early in July 1861 Brig-Gmeral Ben McCulloch was assigned charge of 
Confederate troops to protect Arkansas from the Indian Territory. The 
general issued a proclamation, at about the same time, for troops, and 
several hundred men were recruited at Fayetteville, under the command 
of Colonel McRae. The Federal forces had not, as yet, attempted re- 
cruiting in Washington County. 


There was becoming evident, among more and more of the population of 
Fayetteville, a feeling of neutrality or of Northern sympathy, With a 
large element of educated men, believing that union was the only hope 
of the land, they were of the opinion that the internal rupture could 
be prevented without war, and this was to some extent the reason for 
so much uncertain and changeable activity. Concerning the acceptance 
of radical war measures in northwest Arkansas is the following quota- 
tion from Colonel A.W.Bishop: 


"Though bordering on the Cherokee line, it has been the intellectual 
center of the state, with Fayetteville as the point from which its in- 
telligence radiated. Settled principally by Kentuckians and Tennessee- 
ans, whose only teachings under Henry Clay and Andrew Jackson gave to 
their politics life, and to their loyalty vigor, attachment fo the 
Federal Union has, from its settlement, been the prevailing sentiment 
of this section; a result attributable, in no small degreee, to the 
educational institutions of Fayetteville and vicinity." 


It was anticipated, at this time, that Fayettewille would furnish 
all her able-bodied men to the cause of the Confederacy and the pro- 
tection of the state, in opposition to the Federal government. Those 
persons with neutral inclinations or Union convictions were forced to 
use any form of deception to cover their intentions until the oppor- 
tunity arose for their affiliation with the Union. 


These were the conditions under which the residents of Fayetteville 
lived until the latter part of February 1862,when the physical aspects 
of the war appeared. The Confederates had just been beaten at the 
battle of Springfield, Mo., and wefe in tetreat to the south. The 
buildings around the Square of the town of Fayetteville were practic- 
ally demolished by fire on February 23, being set afire to destroy 
stores which the Confederates could not take along when they were 
driven through the town by a Federal force under command of General 
Asboth. The general reported that two companies of cavalry, the re- 
treating rear guard of the Southern force, left behind two dead and 
two wounded, The printing office on the south side of the Square had 
been destroyed, but General Asboth found a portable press in the base- 
ment of the courthouse and had it repaired. The report also states 
that the Federals captured 40 wagonloads of lead, 


Dr. D.Y.Thomas (Arkansas in War and Reconstruction, page 125) says: 
"On February 23 General Alexander Asboth (Federal) rode into Fayette- 
ville and was joyfully received by the Union sympathizers, who were 
- natives of New England. but had been living here for several years, The 
stars and stripes were now raised on the public square, but they did 
not fly there very long, Asboth soon withdrew to Elkhorn and when the 
Confederates returned, McCulloch had some of the Union sympathizers 
arrested, among them Judge Jonas M. Tebbetts, andcarried to Ft.cmith 
for trial on a charge of treason."! 


In a report under date of February 24, 1862, General Asbot# states 
that he occupied the town of Fayetteville at 11 o'clock on the day 
before, that he had taken several prisoners, and that many of the 
fires were still burning. Asboth continues in the report that he is 
"master of all the strongholds and larger cities in western Arkansas 
and holds a check on the Indian country". He also reported that one of 
his soldiers had been murdered in Bentonville and that the resenting 
troops seta part of the town afire, but that he intended to punish 
the perpetrators of the burning. 


On February 28, 1862, General Asboth issued a proclamation to the 
people, printed on the portable press and posted at various places in 
~. the city, in which he said: 


"To the Citizens of Fayetteville: Sent in command of the United 
States army of the Southwestern District by General Samuel R. Curtis, 
commanding, I have occupied your town to arrest the wanton destruction 
of public and private property already inaugurated by the Confederate 
troops; to sustain those of its inhabitants who are faithful to the 
laws; to encourage all who may have temporarily wavered in their duty 
under the threats of bad and designing men, and to establish the law 
and order essential to the public weal. 

“"WWhile, therefore, calling upon the loyal citizens of this town to 
aid me in the furtherance and accomplishment of these objects, I at 
the same time offer to all who may have faltered in their fealty, but 
who now truthfully declare their allegiance to the laws of the Union, 
the protection of its flag. Deserted firesides cannot be guarded, but 
every house containing a living soul shall have the protection of our 
power, None, therefore, should depart, Those absent should return. 

"General Curtis, the commanding general, desires personally to see 
and confer with one or two of your leading citizens regarding the wel- 
fare of the town, who will be escorted to his headquarters under guar=- 
antee of safety to their persons,” 


Soon after the issuance of this proclamation General Asboth withdrew 
his forces to the post at Cassville, Mo., and established a picket 
outpost in the vicinity of Pea Ridge. During this same period General 
Thomas Hindman established his Confederate headquarters at Fort Smith, 

with a line of pickets near the southern boundary of Washington County. 


The advancing forces from these two camps reached their destination 
near Elkhorn Tavern and engaged in what is now known as the battle of 
Pea Ridge on March 7 and 8, 1862. On March 29 the Union Army of the 
Southwest established headquarters af Cross Timbers, Mo., and to this 
command fled the Federal sympathizers from this section, either for 
enlistment in the Union army or for protection. With the defeat of the 
Confederates at Pea Ridge, Washington County was opened for occupation 
by the Federals and the way had been cleared for Unionists of this 
section to join the Northern armies, To illustrate this movement 
rat the Confederacy is this description from the pen of Colonel 

ishop: 


"Prior to that event (Pea Ridge) the loyal (Union) citizens of Ark- 
ansas were cowed and powerless, With difficulty they avoided enlist- 
ment in the rebel army, and now that the reins of persecution began to 
slacken they, availed themselves of every opportunity to strike for the 
Federal lines.,...On May 14 there came into Cassville a band of thirty, 
led by Thomas Wilhite of Washington County....On June 20 there arrived 
another detachment of the Yeomanry of Washington County, 115. strong, 
under the leadership of Thomas J. Hunt of Fayetteville," 


D. Y. Thomas (Arkansas in War and Reconstruction, page 152) reports 
the scattered military activities in northwest Arkansas, mostly spor- 
adic raids, thus: | 


"After the retreat of VanDorn, following the battle of Pea Ridge, 
the northwest was almost stripped of soldiers, Several independent 
companies commanded by J.V.Cockrell, John-T. Coffee, D.C.Hunter, J.T. 
Hughes and James S. Rains, and several bands of guerillas commanded by 
W.C.Quantrill and others, operated in this region, living off friend 
and foe, where they were watched by scattered companies under command 
of General J.M.Schofield (Union). His troops occasionally raided into 
Arkansas in pursuit of these bands,A resident of Fayetteville declared 
that the raids and counter raids were so frequent that the people 
could hardly tell from one day to the next whether they were "under 
Jeff Davis or Lincoln rule," 

"In June General E. B. Brown (Union) sent three companies to raid 
Washington, Benton, Carroll and Madison counties...,They. captured sev- 
eral officers and men, including a recruiting officer,: and at Fayette- 
ville arrested several prominent citizens, among them Hong David 
Walker, president of the secession convention, who took the oath of 
allegiance and was released ona bond of $10,000 to report -toCassville. 

"July 15, Coffee, Hunter and Rains ( Confederate ), while encamped 
eight mikes southeast of Fayetteville, were attacked by Federals, who 
had concealed their approach by marching at night and hiding in the 
woods by day, and were pursued to Cane Hill. A considerable quantity 
of ledd was captured, 

"October 17 a skirmish occurred at Sugar Creek, above Fayetteville. 
Five days later the Federals appeared at Huntsville but were driven 
back by Colonel Shelby, October 24, and again on the 27th, skirmishes 
occurred at Fayetteville, where General Hindman had-established a 
hospital, October.28 a Federal force under Gerieral Herron appeared at 
Oxford Bend, four miles east of Fayetteville, and after an engagement 
lasting an hour, forced a little band- commanded by Colonel Jesse L. 
Cravens to retire.'' ? 


During these Union thrusts toward the south, the Confederate activi- 
ties were not at a standstill, Confederate guards, squads, companies 
and battalions were being recruited and organized under the following 


. GENERAL ORDERS No,17 
Headquarters, Trans-Mississippi District, 
Little. Rock, Arkansas, June 17, 1862. 

I. For the more effectual annoyance of the enemy upon our rivers and 
in our mountains and woods all citizens of this district, who are not 
subject to conscription, are called upon to organize themselves into 
independent companies of mounted men or infantry, as they prefer, arm- 
ing and equipping themselves, and to serve in that part of the dis- 
trict in which they belong. 

II. Where as many as ten men come together for this purpose they may 
organize by electing a captain, one sergeant and one corporal, and 
will at once commence operations against the enemy without, waiting for 
special instructions. Their duty will be to cut off Federal pickets, 
scouts, foraging parties and trains, and to kill pilots and others on 
gunboats and transports, attacking them day and night, and using the 
greatest rigor in their movements, As soon as the company attains the 
strength required by law, it will proceed to elect the other officers 
to which it is entitled. All such organizations will be reported to 
headquarters as soon as practicable, They will receive pay and allow- 
ances for subsistence and forage, for the time actually in the field, 
as established by the affidavits of their captains. 


III. These companies will be governed in all respects by the same 
regulations as other troops, 

Captains will be held responsible for the good conduct and efficien- 
cy of their men, and will report to their headquarters from time to 
time, 

By command of Major-General Hindman, 
| R.C.Newton, A,A.General 


During the summer of 1862 there were no attempts of importance to- 
ward the occupation of Fayetteville by either side. There was nothing 
to be gained in such an effort. On retreat from Elkhorn, the forces of 
General VanDorn had burned what principal buildings of the town re- 
mained, The area between Pea Ridge and the southern part of Washington 
County remained fairly quiet until the latter part of November 1862, 
when a skirmish at Cane Hill between the forces of Union General Blunt 
and Confederate Colonel Marmaduke preceded the battle of Prairie Grove 
on December 7, 1862. The stillness that shrouded Fayetteville was 
interrupted by the movement of the Union forces under General Herron 
advancing to Prairie Grove to engage the Confederate forces under 
General Hindman, 


During this six-months lapse of hostilities, Colonel W.H.Brooks had 
become commander of that famous Washington County regiment known as 
the Thirty-Fourth Arkansas Confederate Infantry, which participated in 
the battle of Pmrmirie Grove. This regiment was to the Confederacy in 
Washington County what the First Arkansas Cavalry, also engaged at 
Prairie Grove, was to the Unionists of this county. T.M.Gunter, of the 
former, and T.J. Hunt of the latter, both of Fayetteville, were their 
respective Lieutenant-Colonels, Both outfits were made up largely of 
Washington County men, 


The Federal commanders, elated over their successful engagements at 
Cane Hill ard Prairie Grove and the retreat of the Confederate armies 
to south of the Arkansas River, established a post headquarters at 
Fayetteville on January 9, 1863. Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. Bishop was 
made provost Marshal, and Colonel M.LaRue Harrison was designated the 
commanding officer of the post, Major T.J.Hunt, with the First Arkan- 
sas Cavalry his immediate command, was given the responsibility of re- 
lieving the country of independent bushwackers, who were declared to 
have again started operations as a result of General Hindman's Order 
No,17. 


General Samuel R. Curtis, commanding the Department, did not deem it 
advisable for the Army of the Frontier to occupy a position south of 
the Boston Mountains during the remainder of the winter of 1862-1863, 
He therefore ordered General Blunt's First Division to return from Van 
Buren and to locate on Osage Creek near Elm Springs. The Second and 
Third Divisions under General F.J.Herron were ordered from Fayette- 
ville to posts in southern Missouri, Herron later reinforced General 
Grant in operations east of the Mississippi River. Sick and wounded 
Union soldiers, who had participated in the engagements at Cane Hill 
and Prairie Grove, were being cared for in makeshift hospitals in 
these towns or at the field hospitals at Rhea's Mill, These hospital- 
ized troops were removed to Fayetteville, where better accommodations 
were available in churches, residences, and the Masonic Hall. 


General Curtis was relieved by General Schofield on January 1, 1863. 
The new department commander reviewed the positions of the divisions 
of the Army of the Frontier on January 7 and 8, and as there was no 
organized enemy immediately to the south, he made his decision and 
issued the orders for new dispositions of his troops, General Scho- 
field ordered the remaining troops stationed at Cane Hill, Rhea's Mill 
and Prairie Grove to retire to the post at Cassville. 


"In the reorganization of the Army of the Frontier, and in making 
new disposition of the troops, General Schofield left Colonel M,Lazue 
Harrison, First Arkansas Union Cavalry, in command of the post at Fay- 
etteville, with instructions to keep as much of his cavalry as could 
be spared from the post scouting the country between that point and 
VanBuren, and to the southeast in the direction of Ozark," 


Federal officers, including the Department commander, were well 
aware of the strong Union sentiment in northwest Arkansas, and that 
Fayetteville was a recruiting point for two Union regiments,and that 
Federal occupation of Fayetteville should be encouragement for the 
Unionists to organize in their own defense, The post here was there- 
fore regarded as of such importance that it should not be given up 
without a struggle. 


Operations of troops under the command of Colonel Harrison at this 
isolated western outpost of the Union army are interesting. It was 
isolated because of the withdrawal of other Federal divisions to the 
posts in southern Missouri and would therefore become the objective of 
Confederates stationed to the south in the vicinity of the Arkansas 
River, It was the western outpost in fact and in name, being occupied 
by the Yankee "Army of the Frontier", After the reorganization by 
General Schofield, the command here had in its charge the First Arkan- 
sas Union Cavalry under the personal direction of Harrison, a part of 
the Tenth Illinois Cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel James Stuart as 
his temporary assignment, and that portion of the First Arkansas Union 
Infantry as had been recently recruited by Colonel James M. Johnson. 


Soon after Federal General Blunt's withdrawal of his troops from Van 
Buren to the north, Brigadier-General William Steele assumed command 
of the Indian Territory in the name of the Confederacy, with headquar- 
ters at Fort Smith, He urged his commanding general to send him addi- 
tional forces for two purposes: first, to protect boats on the Arkin- 
sas River bringing army stores to his post; and second, for the annvy- 
ance of the Union troops located at the Fayetteville post. He aiso 
urged the formation of partisan companies, or guerilla bands as the 
Unionists called such outfits, It was becoming apparent that Colonel 
Harrison would have all he could. do to maintain his position at Fay- 
etteville, Because of such Confederate maneuvering, Colonel Harrison 
determined that he would harrass the enemy to the south, attempt to 
capture boats transporting supplies to Fort Smith and demoralize or 
capture the Confederate forces guarding these boats. 


For this purpose Lieutenant-Gehenel James Stuart, commanding sixty 
men from the Tenth Illinois Cavalry and ninety men of the First Arkan- 
Sas Union Cavalry, was directed to proceed to the vicinity of VanBuren, 
at which place he arrived on January 24, 1863. During the night of the 
24th a part of Stuart's detachment, assigned to duty patrolling the 
town, captured 25 Confederate soldiers together with their horses and 


arms, The next morning he led his men to capture the steamboat "Julia 
Roane" and cargo, including 248 Confederate soldiers who were headed 
for Little Rock, some of these men being the sick and wounded from the 
hospitals in Fort Smith. The men thus captured were paroled, subject 
to exchange for Federal prisoners, and the boat was allowed to contin- 
ue to Little Rock, Colonel Stuart then returned to Fayetteville with 
the following information for his commanding officer: that General 
Steele had only 400 to 500 men at Fort Smith fit for duty; that the 
Southern forces were in a state of demoralization; and that the Choc- 
taw, Chickasaw and Creek Indians were so dissatisfied that they were 
ready to join the Federal cause, 


At the end of a ten-day rest, Colonel Stuart's scout of about 225 
men returned to the Arkansas River. He failed in his first skirmish 
with the enemy. Two days later he captured fifty men of Colonel C.A, 
Carroll's Arkansas Confederate Cavalry, who at the time were engaged 
in taking down the telegraph.wire along the road between Ozark and Van 
Buren. Returning from this excursion, Colonel Stuart brought into 
Fayetteville thirty bales of Confederate cotton, and 21 Confederate 
soldiers; his casualties were one man drowned in crossing the Arkansas 
River and one taken prisoner, 


This is a typical example of the many forays made by Federal forces 
from the post at Fayetteville under the direction of commanding colonel 
Harrison, during the interval from January 8 until the battle of 
Fayetteville April 18, 1863. One such scout was sent from the post 
here under Captain Charles Galloway, via Huntsville, to the Arkansas 
River, where activities were carried on in the vicinity of Ozark, Mul- 
berry and the White Oak River. The demoralized condition of Southern 
forces in Western Arkansas and the Indian Territory was an enabling 
factor for the Federal commander at Fayetteville to scout this section 
with very little opposition, These scouting forays extended as far 
south as Gainesville, Texas, Some Texans, who were Union sympathizers, 
traveled as much as 300 miles to reach the Federal lines and the out- 
post at Fayetteville, 


Early in March 1863, Colonel William A, Phillips moved his Indian 
Brigade from near Pineville, Missouri, to Bentonville, Arkansas, and 
was thereby in position to cooperate with the post at Fayetteville, 
and to use scouting detachments in the neighborhood of Van Buren to 
protect his own front. Continuing in command of this Indian Brigade, 
Colonel Phillips marohed from northwestern Arkansas into the Cherokee 
Nation about March 27, Here he captured and occupied Fort Gibson in 
the Creek Nation, which aotion was significant also from other aspects, 


Phillips thus left Colonel Harrison's position at Fayetteville again 
isolated, 


This sectioh remained peaceful, except for skirmishes with bush- 
whackers, until March 28, when the following Confederate proclamation 
brought about new military developments: 


To the People of North and West Arkansas: 

In obedience to special orders from Headquarters of the Trans-Miss- 
issippi District, I this day assume command of all the troops, of 
whatever kind, in Northwest Arkansas, In doing so, I hope to be able 
in a short time to rid that section of the state of the presence of an 
insolent and unscrupulous invader, To do this I must have the hearty 
cooperation and sympathy of the citizens, and the united and deter- 
mined effort of the soldier, I bring with me to the task the life-time 
experience of a soldier, coupled with the zeal of a citizen, Arkansas 
is the home of my adoption, and that part of it I am assigned to com 
mand is my favorite locality, 

The soldiers of Arkansas have, in the present struggle for independ- 
ence, distinguished themselves on every battlefield, The record they 
have made on the bloody plains of Virginia, Missouri, Tennessee and 
Mississippi have shed a halo of glory around their name, and I know 
that in defending their homes and families they will maintain the 
character they have made in other states. I therefore ask every man 
in Northwest Arkansas, capable of bearing arms,to rally to the defense 
of their homes and their firesides. Every man knows he owes his coun- 
try service, and should come forward at once, and enroll themselves be- 
neath their country's flag, to protect their rights and their liber- 
ties, Come at once} In war, moments are precious, 

Those who betake themselves to arms are expected to do their whole 
duty; those who remain at home should do theirs, The soldiers must be 
fed and clothed, I hope that a spirit of industry will pervade all 
classes; that farms will be cultivated with care; that the hum of the 
busy wheel will be heard in every household, and that the women of 
Arkansas will emulate the mothers and daughters of the Revolution, We 
are engaged in a war with a bitter, unscrupulous and mercenary enemy-~- 
our success alone can terminate it. The motto of our enemy is "Subjug- 
ation and Spoiliation"; our is, "Peace-—Independence,"! 

We must conquer it. The enemy must be driven from the soil of Arkan- 
sas, and beyond the borders of Missouri, The war has now assumed such 
vast proportions, and is being prosecuted with so much vigor, that it 
can not, in the nature of things, be of long duration, One united and 
vigorous effort on the part-of the soldiers of Arkansas will expell 
the invader, He will not return, 

: W. L. CABELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Northwest Arkansas 


General Cabell's proclamation started the movement of supplies to 
the Union post at Fayetteville, as signified in a communication from 
Lieutenant James Roseman to Headquarters of the Army of the Frontier 
in St.Louis: 


March 29=--April 5, 1863. Report of Lieutenant James Roseman, First 
Arkansas Cavalry: 
Headquarters Post 
Fayetteville, Ark,, April 5, 1863. 
Colonel: I am instructed by the Colonel commanding this post to say 
that your dispatch was received late last evening. Six of our wagons 
leave tomorrow for Cassville, to bring back the revolvers, cartridges, 
etc., send down by Major Corning to that post, Eight more wagons 
escorted by the batterymen, go direct to Springfield, there to obtain 
in part the supplies so much needed at this post, 
James Roseman, 
Lktutenant and Post Adjutant 


This communication must have, in due time, been intercepted or re- 
ceived by Colonel W.A.Phillips at Fort Gibson. Phillips knew that the 
Fayetteville post did-not have sufficient arms to carry out a battle 
of.any proportion. Although the following message was received after 
‘the battle of Fayetteville (Phillips being unaware that the engagement 
had materialized), it reveals a course of action which probably would 
have been carried out, had the local battle been delayed. 


Headquarters Eighth and Ninth Districts, 
Fort Gibson, C.N., April 18, 1863--Evening 
Colonel Harrison, 
Commanding Post, Fayetteville, Arkansas 
Sir: I am here, and operating in the Creek Nation, south of the 
river, to raise the new Indian regiments. With the pledges given by 
other parties and government agents, it would be difficult to carry 
the Indian force again to Fayetteville; so, if you are threatened, or 
if you should need my support, it would be necessary for you to enter 
the Nation, If you get equipped and armed, and could march your force 
to join mine, we could demolish any force at Van Buren or Fort Smith. 
How are your fortifications? .... Have you had communications with 
Colonel Weer? Please send me some late papers if you have them, 
Wm. A. Phillips, 
Colonel, Commanding 


The Rttle of Fayetteville -- April 18, 1863 


The official reports of the opposing commanders, Union Colonel M. 
LaRue Harrison and Confederal General William L. Cabell, probably tell 
the story of the battle more completely and more authoritatively than 
any other source, So far as is known this is the first time the offi- 
clal report of General Cabell to his commanding officer, Colonel S. S. 
Anderson, adjutant-General of the District of Arkansas, has been pub- 
lished as it appears in the government files, All of the official in- 
formation, regarding the action at Fayetteville on April 18, 1863, 
available is presented as follows: 


REPORTS 
No.l - Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union), with 


_ congratulatory orders, etc. 
No.2 — Brigadier-General W. L. Cabell, C.S.Army 


Number 1 


Reports of Colonel M.LaRue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry (Union), 
with congratulatory orders, etc. 

( This first report was sent the afternoon of the day of the battle 
to Major-General Curtis, commanding officer, at Cassville, Mo.) 


| April 18, 1863 

Arkansas is triumphant! The rebels, 2,000 strong,with two 6—pounder 
guns, attacked Fayetteville at daylight this morning and, after four 
hours! desperate fighting, they were completely routed, and retreated 
in disorder toward Ozark, General Cabell commanded in person, assisted 
by Colonel Scott of the Virginia Black Horse Cavalry, Colonel Monroe, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomson, Major Dorsey, and others. Their artillery 
was silenced at 9. a.m. by two companies of the First Arkansas Cavalry, 
and a brilliant cavalry charge under Colonel Monroe was repulsed in 
the center of the town by our cavalry and infantry. Our stores are all 
safe; not a thing burned or taken from us, 

Our loss is five killed, about 17 wounded, and a few stragglers and 
pickets taken prisoners, The enemy's loss is estimated at 20 killed 
and 50 wounded, which does not include those taken off on their re- 
treat, Every officer and man in my command was a hero; no one flinched, 

M. LaRue Harrison, 
Colonel, Commanding, Fayetteville 
to Major-General Samuel R. Curtis 


Headquarters Post, 
Rayeutexiie: Arkansas, April 19, 1863. 

General (Curtis): The following report of the battle of yesterday at 
Fayetteville is respectfully submitted, in addition to the telegraphic 
dispatches of last evening. 

On Friday, 17th instant, a scout under command of Lieutenant (Joseph 
S.) Robb, First Arkansas Cavalry, returned from the direction of Ozark 
and reported no apparent preparations of the enemy to move in this 
direction, Having no fresh horses, I ordered Lieutenant Robb to take 
his command to quarters, expecting to be able to send out a small 
scout again on the next day. On Saturday morning, 18th instant, at a 
few minutes after sunrise, the enemy having made a forced march from 
the Boston Mountains during the night, surprised and captured our dis- 
mounted picket on the Frog Bayou road, and approached the town with 
wild and deafening shouts, Their cavalry charged up a deep ravine on 
the east side of the city, and attacked my headquarters (the Colonel 
Tebbetts! place), The firing,of the picket had alarmed the command, 
and by the time the enemy had reached the town, the First Arkansas 
Infantry had formed on their parade ground, under command of Liecuten- 
ant-Colonel E.J.Searle, assisted by Major E.D.Ham, and slowly retired, 
on my orders, toward the cavalry, then formed, dismounted, at their 
position in our rear, two of which were afterward ordered to support 
the left wing. The remaining three companies of the First Infantry, 
together with four companies of the First Cavalry, formed the center 
of our line under my own immediate command, The right wing was com- 
posed of the Third Battalion, First Cavalry, under command of Major 
Kzra Fitch; and the left wing, Second Battalion,First Arkansas Cavalry, 
was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel A.W.Bishop,: esi stad by Major T.J. 

un 


Headquarters was made the "bone of contention", and was repeatedly 
charged by the rebels, but they were gallantly repulsed by our men, In 
less than thirty minutes after the first attack, the enemy planted two 
pieces of artillery, .one a 12-pounder and one 6-pouhder, upon the 
hillside east of town, near Colonel Gunter's place, and opened a sharp 
fire of canister and shells upon the camp of the First Arkansas Caval- 
ry, doing some damage to tents and horses,but killing no men, At 8 a.m, 
our center had advanced and occupied the house, yard, outbuildings, and 
hidges at my headquarters; the right wing had advanced to the arsenal, 
and the left occupied the open field’ on the northeast of town, while 
the enemy had possession of the whole hill-side east, the Davis place, 
opposite to, and the grove south of, headquarters, The grove was form- 
erly occupied by buildings of the Arkansas College, At about 9 a.m., 
or a little before, Colonel Monroe led a gallant and desperate cavalry 
charge upon our right wing, which was met by a galling cross-fire from 
our right and center, piling rebel men and horses in heaps in front of 
our ordnance office, and causing the enemy to retreat in disorder to 
the woods, 


During this charge, Captains (William C.) Parker and (George W.R.) 
Smith, of the First Infantry, were both wounded in the head, though 
not dangerously, At about the same time, by my order, two companies of 
the First Cavalry, led by gallant Lieutenant Robb, advanced within 
rifle range of the enemy's artillery, and guided by the blaze of its 
discharges, fired several volleys into the midst of the artillerists, 
which effectually silenced their battery and caused its precipitate 
withdrawal from the field, The enemy's center, occupyang the Davis 
place, made a desperate resistance for nearly an hour after both wings 
had partially given way, and skirmishing continued at intervals for 
some time -- with pickets, reconnoitering parties, and stragglers, At 
12m. their whole force was in full retreat for Ozark, Having only a 
very few horses, and they already on duty with picketing and recon- 
noitering parties, I was utterly unable to pursue them, During the 
whole action the enemy occupied ground covered with timber and brush, 
while my command was in the streets and open fields, 


Since the battle I have ascertained the following particulars: Gen- 
eral Cabell and staff, with about 2000 men and two pieces of artillery, 
left Ozark on Friday morning with three days' rations and a full 
supply of ammunition, They halted at the crossing of the mountains a 
little past noon, and rested until nearly sunset, afterward marching 
rapidly toward Fayettevilie. They were delayed by the darkness of the 
night and the incumbrance of their artillery, so that they did not 
commence the attack as early by nearly two hours as they had intended. 
Colonel Monroe recommended a cavalry attack, to be supported by the 
artillery, but was overruled by Cabell, and a halt was made until the 
artillery could come up, 


Their force was made up as follows: Brigadier-General W. L. Cabell 
commanding, accompanied by staff and escort; Carroll's First Arkansas 
Cavalry Regiment, Colonel Scott of Virginia, commanding, assisted by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson; Monroe's Second (First) Arkansas Cavalry 
Colonel Monroe commanding in person; First Battalion Parsons! (Texas) 
Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel (S, M.) Noble commanding; one section of 
artillery, commanding officer unknown; four companies of bushwhackers 
commanded by Mankins, Palmer, Brown and others. The enemy left all 
their dead and wounded, which they could not take away on their re- 


treat, in our hands, leaving Surgeon Russell and Assistant Surgeon 
Holderness to take charge of them, Today Captain Alexander arrived at 
our picket with a flag of truce, bringing a communication from General 
Cabell, a copy of which I enclose, The flag was immediately ordered 
back with my reply, a copy of which is also enclosed, The following is 
a list of casualties on our side: 


First Arkansas Infantry: Killed--S.Cockerill,Company A. Wounded—- 
Capt. Randall Smith, Company A, head, slightly; Capt. William C.Parker 
Company H, head, slightly; Corporal John Woods, Company A, slightly; 
James Sheckley, Company A, mortally; Niles Slater, Company A, slightly; 
Daniel Rupe, Company E,slightly; William Rockdey, Company F, severely; 
---- Nolin, Company H, slightly. 


First Arkansas Cavalry: Killed--Privates H.Morris and J.D.Bell, Com- 
pany I; R.B,Burrows, Company A, Wounded--—Capt, W.S.Johnson, Company M, 
right arm, dangerously; Sergeant Frederick Kise, Company A, slightly; 
Sergeant John Asbill, Gompany D, severely; First Sergeant W.M.Burrows, 
Company E, severely; Company Sergeant Benjamin K.Graham, Company L, 
slightly; Corporal Josiah Fears, Company A, slightly; Corporal Henry 
C. Lewis, Company D, slightly; Copporal George A. Morris, Company G, 
slightly; Corporal Doctor B.Morris, Company M, slightly; Farrier Will- 
liam Wooten,Company C, slightly; John Hays, Company A, slightly; James 
Jack, Company A, severely; William J. Quinton, Company D, slightly; 
Francis M. Temple, Company D, and John Grubb, Company D, slightly; 
Jordan Taylor, Company E, severely; William F, Davis, Company G, 
slightly; George Davis, Company H, mortally; William J. York, Company 
H, severely; Davis Chyle, Company M, slightly; Missing--Thirty-—five 
(mostly stampeded toward Cassville during the engagement); running 
away disgracefully to Cassville, Mo., was First Lieutenant C.C.Wells, 
regimental quartermaster, First Arkansas Infantry ( C.C.Wells was dis-— 
missed July 31, 1863). Prisoners-- One lieutenant and eight men, First 
Arkansas Cavalry, taken while absent without leave at a dance nine 
miles from town; also one private First Arkansas Infantry, and six 
privates in other commands, taken in town, Total killed, 4; wounded, 
26, prisoners, 16; missing, 35. 


The enemy's loss is not accurately known, At and about this post are 
not less than twenty killed and fifty wounded, Citizens report one 
colonel and several men as having died on the retreat, also a large 
number of wounded still moving on with the command, We captured during 
the engagement Major Wilson, General Cabell's commissary, wounded, and 
Captain Jefferson of Carroll's regiment; also four sergeants, three 
corporals and 46 privates, a part of them wounded; ‘also not less than 
50 horses and one hundred stand of arms, mostly shot-guns. Among their 
killed are Captain Hubbard of Carroll's regiment, and a captain of 
bushwhackers, The enemy admit the loss of over 200 horses, killed, 
taken and stampeded. Enclosed please find a rough sketch of the posi- 
tion of forces at 9 a.m., when.the battle culminated, 


Every field and line officer, and hearly every enlisted man, fought 
bravely, and I would not wish to be considered disparaging anyone when 
I can mention only a few of the many heroic men who sustained so nobly 
the honor of our flag. Liecutenant-—Colonel Searle and Major Ham, in 
command of the reserve, did good service in keeping their men in posi- 
tion, and preventing them from being terrified by the artillery, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop and Majors Fitch and Hunt, of the First Cav- 
alry, led their men cooly up in the face of the enemy's fire, and 
drove them from their position, Captain W.S.Johnson, Company M, First 
Cavalry, had his right arm shattered while leading his men forward 
under the galling fire, Lieutenant (James) Roseman, post adjutant, and 
Lieutenant Frank Strong, acting adjutant, First Cavalry, deserve much 
praise, 

I remain, General, your most obedient servant, 

M, LaRue Harrison, 
Colonel, First Arkansas Cavalry, commanding 

P,S. -—- We had actively engaged during the battle between three and 
four hundred men only. I should not neglect, also, to mention that 
S.D.Carpenter, assistant surgeon of volunteers, assisted by assistant 
surgeons Coffee, Drake and Tefft, were actively engaged during the 
contest in carrying the wounded from the field and attending to their 
wants, 


Headquarters, Northwestern Arkansas 
April 19, 1863 
Colonel M, LaRue Harrison, 
Commanding Post of Fayetteville: 

Sir: The bearer of this letter, Captain ( William A. ) Alexander, 
visits your post under a flag of truce, to bury any of my command that 
may be left dead from the engagement of yesterday. I respectfully re- 
quest that you will suffer him to get up the dead and wounded,and that 
you will extend to him such assistance as may be necessary to enable 
him to carry out his instructions, 

I am, sir, yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. Cabell, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Northwestern Arkansas 


Headquarters Post, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, April 19, 1863 
Brigadier-General W.L,.Cabell, Commanding: 

General: In reply to dispatches from you by hand of Captain Alexander 
bearing flag of truce,I would respectfully state that the dead of your 
command have all been decently buried in coffins, The wounded are in 
charge of Surgeons Russell and Holden (?), having been removed to our 
general hospital by my order, They are receiving every attention that 
men can receive == abundance of medicines, surgical instruments, and 
subsistence stores having been placed under the control of your sur- 
geons. Rest assured, General, that your wounded shall receive the best 
of care, such as we would hope to have from you were we placed in a 
like situation, Under the circumstances I consider it unnecessary to 
retain your flag, and therefore return it. Your prisoners shall be 
paroled, and as fast as the men whose names are mentioned in your list 
report to our lines, the exchange will be made, 

I am, General, very truly yours, 

M,. LaRue Harrison, 
Colonel, Commanding 


Headquarters Army of the Frontier 
April 19, 1863 

Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, 
Commanding at Fayetteville 

I must congratulate you in the success of yesterday. It augurs well 
for the future of Arkansas when her loyal troops have beaten the en- 
emy in their first encounter. Such success should encourage us, and I 
hope soon to see 10,000 loyal men of Arkansas arrayed on the side of 
the Union. You have nobly sustained yourselves,and deserve a country's 


gratitude, F, J. Herron, Major-General 
General Orders Headquarters Post, 
No. 16 Fayetteville, Arkansas, April 19, 1863 


Comrades in Arms: Let April 18, 1863, be ever remembered, The battle 
at Fayetteville has been fought and won, Today the brave and victori- 
ous sons of Arkansas stand proudly upon the soil which their blood and 
their bravery have rendered sacred to every true-hearted American, but 
doubly sacred to them, In the light of this holy Sabbath sun we are 
permitted through God's mercy, to gather together in His name and in 
the name of our common country, to offer up our heartfelt thanks to 
the "Giver of every good and perfect gift", for the triumphs of our 
arms and for the blessings which we this’ day enjoy. 


When yesterday's sun rose upon us the hoktile hordes of a bitter 
and unprincipled foe were pouring their deadly fire among our ranks; 
the booming of his artillery was re-echoing from mountain to mountain, 
and the clattering of hoofs of his cavalry were trampling in our 
streets. 

At meridian, General Cabell, with his shattered and panic-stricken 
cohorts, was retreating precipitately through the passes of the Boston 
Mountains toward the Arkansas River, leaving his dead and wounded in 
our hands, | 


Fellow soldiers, it is to your honor and credit I say it, he could 
not have left them in better hands, Not one act of barbarity, or even 
unkindness, stains the laurels you so proudly wear, Such may your con- 
duct ever be, brave and unflinching in battle, kind and generous to 
the vanquished, Abstain from all cruelty and excess; respect the im- 
munities of private property; never insult or injure women, children, 
the aged, the sick, or a fallen foe. Let us show to our enemies that 
the Federal soldiers of Arkansas are as generous as they are brave and 
patriotic; let us prove to them the justice of our cause and the puri- 
ty of our purposes, so that soon we may gather together under the 
broad folds of our time-honored and victorious. banner every true- 
hearted son of Arkansas. 


Fellow—soldiers, I congratulate you all upon the glorious victory 
you have won, by your cool and determined bravery, for that Union 
which our Revolutionary sires established by their valor and sealed 
with their blood. More than all do I congratulate you that this battle 
was fought upon Arkansas soil, and this victory won by Arkansians 
alone, thereby testifying to our patriotic brethren in arms from other 
states that we are not only willing but anxious to second their efforts 
in rescuing our State from the dominion of traitors; but in all our 
rejoicing let us not neglect to shed the tear or regret over the 
graves of those heroic men who fell beside us fighting bravely for the 
nation's honor, 


Green be their mossy graves; 
Immortal be their name; 
Above, their banner proudly waves, 
While heaven records their fame, 
A just cause is ours. The Stars and Stripes float gallantly over us. 
God is on our side, Who can be against us? 


By order of 
Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, 
James Roseman, Lieutenant, : Commanding Post 


Post Adjutant 


(Colonel Harrison had the above General Order No.16 printed and post- 
ed in various places in the city of Fayetteville. This order in printed 
form is in the Fay Reed family archives. ) 


Headquarters, Department of the Missouri 
St.Louis, Missouri, April 20, 1863. 
Major-General F.J.Herron: 

General: Yours of the 15th is duly received. I suppose you have seen 
the dispatch from Fayetteville, reporting the successful repulse of 
the rebels. My information from Little Rock is not very recent, but 
all accounts concur in showing that Price is there or on this side, 
trying to rally an army. I am, very truly yours, 

Saml, Curtis, Major-General 


Department of the Missouri, 
April 20, 1863 
Colonel Harrison, Fayetteville, Ark.: 

Dispatch of yesterday received. Tender my thanks to the soldiers of 
your command for their gallant conduct in the Battle of Fayetteville. 
You have done nobly. Krkansas vindicates her own honor by repulsing 
the rebel flag with her own brave sons. Send minute reports, naming 
the most deserving officers and men, 

Saml. Curtis, Major-General 


(This final communication tothe Post at Fayetteville notes the order 
for the evacuation of the Post on April 25. The order was issued by 
General Curtis from St.Louis, and agreed to by General Herron who at 
the time was commanding the Army of the Frontier at Cassville.) 


Springfield, Missouri, 
April 20, 1863 
Colonel Salomon: 


Dear Sir: General Herron consents that the infantry be moved to Spring- 
field, You will, therefore, start them as soon as possible, including 
your own regiment and the Nineteenth Iowa, 
Yours truly, Wm. Weer, 
Colonel, Commanding Division 
P.S.--The rebels made a dash at Fayetteville and Bot etpet No 
important news from east, 


Number Two 


Report of Brigadier-General William L. Cabell, C.S.Army Headquarters 
Northwestern Arkensas 
Ozark, April 25, 1863 


Colonel: I have the honor to inform you that, having received what I 
supposed, and had every reason to believe, to be reliable information, 
that the enemy at Fayetteville were making preparations to move from 
that place, and to re-enforce General Phillips in the Indian country, 
I took all the effective mounted men of my command, except three con- 
panies of Colonel (J.F.) Hill's battalion ( that wre badly armed and 
with horses unshod), with two pieces of artillery, the whole amounting 
to 900 men, and left here at 3 o'clock on the 16th, going by what is 
called the Mulberry and Frog Bayou road to Fayetteville, and attacked 
the enemy there at 5 asm, on the 18th, I found the enemy about 2,000 
strong, well armed with Springfield and Whitney rifles, no artillery, 
and nearly every hill dotted with rifle-pits, After a furious fight of 
three hours and ten minutes, I withdrew my command in good order, I 
found it impossible, with the arms I had, after my artillery amnuni- 
tion was exhausted, to dislodge them from the houses and rifle-pits 
with the kind of arms my command had without losing all my horses and 
& large number of my men, as it was impossible to get near enough to 
them to make our aim effective without a great sacrifice of life, much 
greater than would have been justifiable under the circumstances, 


The troops, with few exceptions, all fought well, and are now in 
fine spirits, ready and willing to try the enemy again. The enemy all 
(both infantry and cavalry) fought well, equally as well as any Fed- 
eral troops I have ever seen, Although it was thought by a great many 
that, composed as they are of disloyal citizens and deserters from our 
army, they would make but a feeble stand, the reverse, however, was 
the case, as they resisted every attack made on them, and, as fast as 
driven out of one house, would occupy another and deliver their fire, 
Whenever, however, my troops could get to them they drove them before 
them every time. Colonel (J.C.) Monroe made two splendid charges with 
his command, one on foot and the other mounted. Colonel (Lee L.) Thon- 
son, with his regiment, and (Caleb) Dorsey, with his squadron, under 
Colonel Scott, made a dashing charge and drove the enemy to their pits 
and to the houses, where they rallied and poured in a dreadful fire 
with their long-range guns, The artillery, managed by Captain (W.M.) 
Hughey, under my immediate command, did frightful execution in the 
enemy's camp, driving them out and completely scattering their cavalry 
for a while. Captain Hughey was wounded in the arm by a sharp-shooter 
at the commencement of the action, but continued in charge of his 
Pieces, under a heavy fire from the enemy's sharp-shooters, during the 
whole fight. His men were all taken a little over a month ago from the 
camp of instruction at Dardanelle, and, with one or two exceptions, 
did well ° 


Two horses were killed and 2 wounded in the battery; one man killed 
and several wounded, 


Captain Hughey deserves special mention for his bravery, skill, and 
energy in the management of his two pieces of artillery. 


The loss is not positively known, but it will not exceed 20 killed, 
30 wounded, and 20 missing. The enemy's loss in killed is fully equal 
to our total killed and wounded; the wounded were very great. We cap- 
tured and paroled 26 prisoners: 1 lieutenant, 1 non-commissioned offi- 
cer, and 24 privates; also destroyed atrain of 10 or 15 wagons, l 
could have burned a large part of the town, but every house was filled 
with women and children, a great number of whom were the families of 
officers and soldiers in our service, and I did not deem it advisable 
to distress them any further, as their sufferings now are very grie- 
vous under the Federal rule. 


The enemy's forces consisted ( notwithstanding all previous reports 
from persons living in Fayetteville to the contray) of one cavalry 
regiment, ten companies, 600; one battalion, seven companies, 300; 
artillery, one company, 150; making their total force 1,850. Besides 
this, they had a re-enforcement of four squadrons of aavalry, which 
had evidently escorted a train of wagons from Springfield, loaded 
principally with new uniform clothing, They were from the Second and 
Eleventh Kansas, Twenty=Seventh Wisconsin,and Thirty-Seventh Illinois, 
@as will be seen from the enclosed list of prisoners captured and 
paroled, 


Although I did not capture Fayetteville and drive the enmy out of 
it, yet my expendition will prove to be a beneficial one, as it will 
in future curb the lawlessness of the troops there; will cause them to 
send all their regular troops east, and it will keep the place in that 
condition in reference to numbers that will enable me, with a small in- 
crease of my force and with a few hundred long-range guns, to take the 
place. Besides this, I have obtained information that cannot be obtain- 
ed from any other source, as it is impossible to get correct informa- 
tion from people living there. Our friends are all too anxious to rid 
the country of their presence to state things as they really are. I 
find this to be true in every respect but in reference to artillery. 
Our enemies (Union men) will give no information at all, either in ref- 
erence to the enemy or country. The whole country north of the moun- 
tains is almost devastated and but few people are to be seen, a great 
many of them having abandoned their homes and gone north,A train of at 
least 100 wagons left Fayetteville a few days ago filled with Union 
families, A few Southern families live on the road, but they are strip- 
ped of everything; all their horses, cattle and hogs taken from then; 
their wheat crops destroyed, and nothing to indicate preparation for 
another crop. When I got into the neighborhood of Fayetteville, I 
found houses there they were farming, and where cattle and horses 
could be seen, 


Knowing that our good citizens had burdens imposed upon them by the 
Federal troops too grievous to be borne much longer; that it was nec- 
essary for me to visit that section of the country, and having been 
appealed to by the citizens, both male and female, to give them assis- 
tance, I determined that I would strike there the very first time that 
I saw the least hope, whether I succeeded in taking the place or not. 
As soon, therefore, as I learned that Phillips was moving around with 
his Indian brigade to flank General Steele, and, having consulted with 
General Steele, who agreed with me (and desired that a dash should be 
made at Fayetteville, if nothing more) that it was necessary, and, 
having heard that they were getting wagons ready ( which proved to be 
false) to reinforce Phillips, besides being without forage (nothing to 


feed my horses), I determined to make a bold dash at that den of 
thieves, and, if possible, to take it, Although I did not take it, I 
will be ready in a few days with more troops and to strike a heavier 
blow again. 


I regret to say that I lost a good many horses. The enemy's sharp- 
shooters killed a good many with their long-range guns, and a few men 
left in charge of the horses evidently deserted them, Besides this, I 
had too many inefficient officers and not enough long-range guns. Had 
I had 500 long-range guns, with good cartridges, I could have taken 
the place in an hour. As it was, I could not advance my battery, as I 
had nothing to cover them with, as the enemy's guns were equal in 
range to the artillery. The Arkadelphia rigles, with the cartridges 
sent for them, are no better than shotguns. I must, therefore, again 
appeal to the lieutenant-general commanding for a regiment of infantry 
and a number of rifled guns, as this section of the country should be 
protected, 


The officers and men, with a few exceptions, acted well. Colonel 
Monroe and his whok#e regiment deserve particular mention. Colonels 
Scott, S.M.Noble, Thomson, and Major Dorsey acted with great gallant- 
ry. Captain (J.Fenn) Rieff, Lieutenant (J.A.) Ferguson, Captain (T.P.) 
Jefferson, and Private (W.C.) Sublett, of Rieff's company, deserve to 
be particularly mentioned, My staff officers, Lieutenant (B.J,) Field 
Surgeon (J.H.) Carroll, Major (H.G.) Wilson (Commissary), Captain (J.) 
Crawford (Quartermaster), and Lieut. Roberts, acted with great gallan- 
try, and rendered every possible assistance. Major Wilson was, I am 
sorry to say, badly wounded, 


I sent an officer back with a flag of truce to have the wounded 
properly cared for, and left surgeons to attend to them, 


I withdrew with the hope that they would follow me, and fell back 
Slowly, hoping that I could get them out of the houses and rifle-pits, 
as I could have whipped them badly, They did not follow, nor evince 
any desire to do so. I came leisurely back to this, place, in good or- 
der, to feed my horses, that had had but one day's forage since the 
morning of the 16th, and also to have them shod afid allow them a few 
days rest, the distance marched over mountains, rocks, &c, being near- 
ly 150 miles, 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. L. Cabell 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Northwest Arkansas 


"Brigadier-General William L. Cabell, a graduate of West Point (1850) 
and a resident of Arkansas, served the first two years of the war east 
of the Mississippi. In February 1863, just when he had recovered from 
wounds received at Corinth, he was ordered to northwest Arkansas and 
instructed to take command of the remnant of Hindman's forces and aug- 
ment them as much as possible. Appeals soon came to him from the people 
suffering from raids and he determined to try to give relief, Accord= 
ingly, he marched to Fayetteville with 900 men, camped overnight south - 
of the town, and at 5 a.m. the next morning (April 18), after having 
learned the positions of the enemy from R.J.Wilson, then a lad under 
12, attacked a force which he insisted was double his own." *% from 
D.Y.Thomas: Arkansas in War and Reconstruction, page 200, 


Orders from the Union headquarters in St. Louis to abandon the Post 
at Fayetteville were delivered to the commanding officer, Colonel Har- 
rison, on Monday, April 20, 1863. All troops stationed at the Post 
here were to be removed to Springfield,Missouri, "as soon as possible." 
Preparations for the removal were begun directly with the loading of 
munition supplies and field equipment on wagons, The movementtwward 
Missouri began the afternoon of April 24 and continued until the after- 
noon of Saturday, April 25, when the withdrawal from Fayetteville was 
completed, 


Immediately after Colonel Harrison's evacuation of the post at Fay— 
etteville, General Cabell mustered his forces in the vicinity of Mul- 
berry and Ozark, again crossed the Boston Mountains and once again the 
Confederates established headquarters here. The rebels used the same 
buildings as had been occupied by the Federals during their occupation 
of the city, a regiment of the First Arkansas Cavalry of the Confeder- 
acy replacing the First arkansas Cavalry of the Union, 


The. activities of forces under command of General Cabell were simi- 
lar to those under the command of Colonel Harrison. Troops were con- 
stantly on the move, in and out, about the city. The principal orders 
issued sent scouting parties to restrain the actions of bushwhackers 
in the area and to harass the movement of Federal troops from southern 
Missouri to the aid of General Grant east of the Mississippi River. 
General Cabell was also engaged in trying to stop the flow of supplies 
to Colonel Phillips and his Union forces who had retained possession 
OfeFort Gibson, 1. T. 


Dire circumstance, a shortage of men, horses and forage, necessi- 
tated immediate assistance from the- Union if Colonel Phillips was to 
continue his occupation of the post at Fort Gibson. He presented the 
Situation to Major-General James Blunt in early June, 1863. General 
Blunt keenly appreciated the situation, realizing that the evacuation 
of Fort Gibsnn would completely destroy the Union cause in the Terri- 
tory. Blunt ordered that Phillips be reinforced by a large commissary 
train from Kansas, Confederate General Steele intercepted this communi- 
cation and obtained the assistance of General Cabell for an attempt to 
capture or destroy this train of supplies. On June 12th General Cabell 
left Fayetteville on amarch to Cincinnati, on the western line of 
Arkansas. He took along some fifteen hundred men and three pieces of 
artillery. With the presence of such a large force on the line of the 
Territory, excitement rose among the loyal Indian families of the vi- 
cinity. Some of the Indian women mounted ponies and rode to Fort Gib- 
son and told the Union officers of these developments. On July 2 the 
Confederate forces engaged the Union forces which were escorting the 
train, and the encounter is referred to in the Rebellion Records as 
the "Action at Cabin Creek", According to official reports,the Federal 
oss was three killed and 30 wounded, the rebel loss 50 killed and 
nine prisoners, The train arrived at Fort Gibson on July 3rd, General 
Cabell returning to Fayetteville, 


On July 17, "General Cabell, with a brigade of Arkansas cavalry and 
four pieces of artillery, who was enroute to reinforce General Cooper, 
and who was within hearing of the roar ofthe artillery during the bat- 
tle, (Battle of Honey Springs, south of Fort Smith), joined General 
Cooper about four o'clock in the afternoon, scarcely two hours after 
the conflict had ended, and in sight of Honey Springs." 


About July 25 Lieutenant John E. Phelps, Third United States Caval- 
ry, wath a detachment of 28 men made a scout into Arkansas from Cass— 
ville, Mo. He encountered the rear guard of a small Confederate force 
about four miles northwest of Fayetteville. The report shows one Con- 
federate killed, four wounded, Ikieutenant Phelps then joined Major 
T. J. Hunt a few miles south of Elm Springs. Major Hunt, commanding a 
detachment of the First Arkansas Union Cavalry, had been scouting east 
of the Wire Road, The two detachments returned to Elm Springs and en- 
camped that night. 


A big majority of the Confederate troops stationed at Fayetteville, 
together with General Cabell, were in Fort Smith to reinforce the Con- 
federate troops in what resulted in a last stand before the Federal 
occupation of that city. General Cabell posted in ambush Colonel Mon- 
roe's regiment at the foot of Backbone Mountain and in command of the 
road to be used by the advancing Federals, "When the Federal advance 
came up, this concealed regiment fired a volley into them with disas- 
trous effect. Colonel Cloud (Union) dismounted part of his cavalry and, 
with the assistance of his howitzers, drove Monroe's regiment from 
their position at the foot of the mountain and up the mountain side 
back upon Cabell's line of battle, Directly after this, one battalion 
and three regiments of General Cabell's command broke, and in running 
ran through his provost guard, and carried off with them eighty pris- 
oners, most of whom were Union men, whom he was holding under sentence 
of treason and desertion, It was not because the men of those reg- 
iments were frightened at the sound of battle that they ran, but be- 
cause they did not wish to fire upon their friends or be placed ina 
position to be shot down by them, for General Cabell stated that those 
regiments were composed of men who were deserters from other regiments, 
and men who had been conscripted and forced into the service." General 
Cabell made his retreat toward Waldron and arrived there next day. 


With the loss of the commanding officer, General Cabell, and the 
greater part of the Confederate forces, partisan bandits increased in 
boldness and numbers in the vicinity of Fayetteville. Lieutenant E.A. 
Barker, Second Kansas Cavalry, with twenty men of his company were 
attacked at Fayetteville while enroute from Springfield to FortSmith. 
After a short skirmish Licutenant Barker and five of his men were cap- 
tured by Captain Buck Brown and 150 partisans. Shortly after this, 
Captain John Gardner, of the same regiment, was attacked, with his es-— 
cort of 75 men of the First Arkansas Cavalry, and he was obliged to 
surrender with twenty-two men. When news of this last affair reached 
General McNeil at Cassville, he ordered Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, 
First Arkansas Cavalry, to take 300 men and a section of Starks First 
Arkansas Light Artillery to march into Northwest Arkansas and break up 
the command of Captain Brown. General McNeil proposed to re-establish 
a post at Elkhorn. With his troops offupying Fort Smith the general 
realized that the occupation of Fayetteville was of much greater in- 
portance and therefore ordered a force here "with the least possible 
delay". To protect the military telegraph road to Fayetteville also 
required detachments of the cavalry from the Cassville post, to con- 
stantly patrol the road, and even then the partisans sometimes cut the 
wire and carried it off in sections. 


The First Arkansas Union Cavalry, under the command of Colonel Harr- 
ison, re-occupied Fayetteville on September 22, 1863. This was a half- 
way point between Cassville and Fort Smith, and was also centrally lo- 


cated from which movements could easily be made against the organized 

guerillas and bushwhackers in this section. The remainder of 1863 and 

the first part of 1864 were consumed by the Fayetteville post in scour- 
ing all northwest Arkansas for bands of bushwhackers, This period was 

consumed by the Confederate bushwhackers in threatening and annoying 

the Union forces at Fayetteville in all manner possible. 


Many activities of minor significance were carried out by the com- 
mand of Colonel Harrison between September, 1863, and the concerted 
attack of Fayetteville in October 1864. On October 4, 1863,a detach- 
ment of 450 men, and two sections of Battery A, First frkansas light 
frtillery and one section of mountain howitzers, left Fayetteville in 
pursuit of Confederate General Shelby at Neosho, Mo. On October 15, 
Colonel Harrison and a detachment of men engaged the Colonel Brooks! 
Southern forces at Cross Hollows, where Brooks attempted to capture a 
train of twenty-five wagons loaded with supplies for the post at Fay- 
etteville. Brooks! attack was repelled, 


D.Y.Thomas (Arkansas in War and Rec nstruction, p.227) reports some 
other activities of October 1863 as follows: 

"In October 1863, Colonel W.H.Brooks led four regiments (Col,.S.W.Peel, 
Col.Ras Stirman, Lt.Col.D.H.Reynolds and Capt.Wm.Brown) in a demonstra- 
tion against Fayetteville. Coming up to the city, he demanded its sur- 
render in half an hour, but Col.T.J.Hunt told him to come and take it. 
Colonel Hunt was not sure of his ability to resist, neither was Colonel 
Brooks sure of his ability to capture the place. That night Lt. J. G. 
Robertson ventured out on the Huntsville Road and found seme 30 or 40 
men in the Walker house on West Fork and drove them half a mile when 
they formed a battle line and Robertson withdrew, 

"Colonel Hunt decided it was time to fortify and he now brought his 
Quartermaster train and all the wagons he could find, up on the Square. 
That night the men slept on their arms, Next day rumors of scouting par- 
ties on various roads kept flying about. On the 13th the Colonel decided 
to move all government property on the Square for protection, While this 
was being done, a patrol on the old Missouri Road was being driven in. 
Everybody now expected an attack but no enemy came, That night the Col- 
onel erected formidable breastworks on the Square "out of the ruins of 
the town" and continued working on them the next day, but Brooks with- 
drew without ever coming up to inspect them," 


On October 23 a portion of the First Arkansas Union Cavalry, with a 
howitzer battery, under the command of Major Hunt, left Fayetteville 
to join General McNeil at Huntsville in pursuit of General Shelby, who 
retreated south across the Arkansas River. 


Another account from D.Y.Thomas: "General Fagan had come on slightly 
in advance of General Price and made an attack on Fayetteville October 
28. When Price arrived at Cane Hill, he told him that he had the place 
Closely invested, the garrison having taken refuge in the inner works, 
and requested enough men to effect the capture. Price sent 400 men and 
four guns, but the approach of Curtis forced Fagan to raise the siege. 
In his report of the affair, Col. M.LaRue Harrison represents that ‘rice 
sent 4200 men and that he stood off these and Fagan's forces with 958 
volunteers and 170 militia. He speaks particularly of the work done on 
the fortifications at night by torchlight under the direction of Capt. 
H.C.C.Botefuhr of the lst Arkansas Union Cavalry." 


The month of November was spent in forays to the east of Fayette- 
ville in pouting forces of guerillas and rebels at King's River, King- 
ston, DryFork of King's River, Frog Bayou Mountain, Mulberry Mountain, 
Sugar Loaf Mountain in Marion County, and Richland Creek in Searcy 
County. 


"The winter of 1863-64 was regarded by the oldest settlers in west-- 
ern Missouri and Arkansas as the coldest within their recollection. 
The cold set in early in November, and was so severe that the Arkansas 
River at Fort Smith was not only frozen over, but the ice was thick 
enough for the Federal troops and trains to cross over for a week or 
so inthe early part of January, This severe weather entailed many 
sufferings and hardships upon the men engaged in the great conflict, 
on both sides, And the stress of winter seemed to make the bandits 
like hungry wolves, more daring and persistent in their depredations 
and acts of violence,! 


About the middle of January, 1864, Major Charles Galloway and Capt- 
ain Botefuhr, First Arkansas Cavalry, with 185 men of that regiment 
and one howitzer, marched to Searcy County to aid Colonel Phelps in 
preventing the concentration of Confederate forces of Colonels Freeman, 
Love and McRae. On return to their post at Fayetteville, Major Gal..o- 
way reported that in the different skirmishes and actions the Federal 
troops had killed one hundred of the enemy, with a loss of two killed 
and three wounded on the Federal side, 


When the Southern Cherokees of Stand Watie!'s command were on a raid, 
in cooperation with Captain Brown's partisan bands, Colonel Harrison 
was unable to make his force at Fayetteville very effective against 
these guerillas during the spring and summer because most of his men 
were dismounted as many of his horses were unserviceable due toa lack 
of forage, What mounted force Harrison could muster was constantly 
employed in escort duty, guarding trains to and from Springfield, and 
in patrolling the wire road to keep the telegraph line in order. "The 
latter part of June, while most of Colonel Harrison's mounted force 
was on a scout into the Indian Territory, Captain Buck Brown evaded 
the scout, got in its rear, and made a dash on the herd of the First 
Arkansas Cavalry, grazing two or three miles from Fayetteville, and 
drove off upwards of two hundred mules and horses, A force from Fay- 
etteville was immediately sent in pursuit of the guerillas, but as it 
was mostly dismounted it was unable to overtake them. Some of this 
stock was recaptured by a detachment of the Ninth Kansas Cavalry while 
carrying the mail to Fayetteville." 


Report of Col, M. LaRue Harrison, First Arkansas Cavalry 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, June 29, 1864 


On Friday, 24th instant, Buck Brown, with over 200 men, made a raid 
on our mule herd, which was grazing three miles north of town,scate 
tering the guard, killing 2 soldiers, 1 Negro; capturing one man, with 
whole herd of about 240 mules, The moment the alarm was given two 
columns were started in pursuit, but being mostly dismounted, could 
not overtake him (Brown). He (Brown) marched 40 miles after capturing 
the herd, and is reported to be near Mayesville. Major Galloway was 
sent out six days ago (June 23rd) to operate with some Indians near 
the line in driving Brown. from the country; Brown took advantage of 
his (Galloway's) absence (from this post) with most of our mounted 
(force) and ran around him (Galloway), coming back this way, and cap- 
turing the mules, M. LaRue Harrison, 

To Brigadier-General Sanborn Colonel Commanding 


Karly in July, Colonel Harrison sent Major Galloway to the west of 
the post with a force of 200 mounted men to "find, attack and dis- 
perse" a band of Southern Indians reported to be on Flint Creek or the 
Illinois river. In a sharp fight that continued more than an hour,the 
Indians, unusually stubborn, were finally routed with considerable 
loss.Among those killed were Major J.F.Pickler and a Captain Albertee 
of Colonel Stand Watie's command. The Indians also lost some 35 head 
of horses and mules, | 


Forays in August, 1864, included one to the north of Fayetteville, 
which was successful in dispersing the guerilla band of Lieutenant 
Tuck Smith. This Union detachment was composed of men of the First 
Arkansas Cavalry and the Missouri State Militia Cavalry, commanded by 
Lieut.Colonel A.W.Bishop. Smith's loss included eight killed, nine 
wounded and the loss of fifty horses. In Carroll County, Lieutenant 
Halsey with 2 detachhant of Arkansas Union Militia attacked Captain 
Wilson's company of guerillas, During September the various companies 
of men quartered in Fayetteville attacked the partisan bands of Cap- 
tains Carroll, Etter and Raley. These attempts to stop guerillas and 
bushwhackers continued during September and October, during which time 
General Price's raid on Missouri was gaining momentum, These Confeder- 
ate forces began concentrations at Camden and Princeton in Arkansas 
and continued north into Missouri. In his unsuccessful venture to 
bring the state back to the Confederacy, General Price's command 
fought major battles at Pilot Knob and Jefferson City. The retreat to 
the south was generally by way of the western borders of Missouri and 
Arkansas. On this return trip the Confederate forces were successful 
in the encounters at Glasgow and Paris in Missouri, and Carrollton in 
Arkansas, Also there were the battles of Independence, Big Blue, West- 
port, Mine Creek, Little Osage and Newtonia, 


Union General Curtis began the pursuit of Confederate General Price 
to force the rebels into an area where supplies would be difficult to 
obtain for themselves or their animals, Curtis was forced to abandon 
pursuit when all Missouri troops were ordered to return to their re- 
spective stations, There was a confusion as to the meaning of several 
telegraphic dispatches but it was General Grant's desire that Price 
should be driven at least as far south as the Arkansas river. General 
Curtis turned his troops to the south by way of Cassville to Cross 
Hollows to the Springfield—Fayetteville road. General Rosecrans order- 
ed the troops of General Sanborn, commander of the Department of Miss- 
ouri in Southwest Missouri, to pursue General Price to the Arkansas 
river. These instructions made Sanborn’s command independent of Gen- 
eral Curtis. Curtis anticipated that Sanborn would join him shortly 
and encamped at Cross Hollows in Arkansas, the night of November 3. 


Headquarters, District of Southwest Missouri 
Springfield, Missouri, 
October 24, 1864 
Major Cosgrove, 
Lebanon: 
Price has been whipped near Kansas City; is probably moving south, 
Cooper with 6,000 is moving on Fayetteville, 
J. D. Brutsche, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Acting Assistant Adjutant General 


When newS was received that General Price was rapidly retreating 
south, "as fast as his half-starved and broken-down horses and men 
could travel, Colonel Brooks collected all the Southern partisan bands 
in Northwest Arkansas, about 1200 men, to attack Fayetteville. His 
first attack on Fayetteville was made October 26th, and on the morning 
of the 28th "attacked the outworks with his main force from East Moun- 
tain, a little later sending Major Brown with about 600 men to make an 
attack from the west side. These attacks were repulsed by noon, and 
Brooks and Brown retreated out of sight, leaving their killed and 
wounded on the ground." In retreat,General Price arrived at Cane Hill 
on November lst, where he halted to rest and collect supplies, "At 
this place he received a report from Colonel Brooks, commanding the 
Confederate forces in Northwest Arkansas, stating that he was invest- 
ing Fayetteville and needed assistance to enable him to capture the 
garrison with its supplies and public property". 


Headquarters, District of Southwest Missouri 
Springfield, Missouri 
October 24, 1864 
Colonel J. Dorr Jr., 
Acting Provost Marshal-General, St.Louis: 

I have just received the following dispatch: 

Cassville, October 24, 1864 
Colonel Brutsche; 

Messengers arrived here at 3 a.m, from Fayetteville, Official dis- 
patches from Fort Smith say General Cooper has crossed fArkansas River 
at mouth of Mulberry, directly south of Fayetteville, with 6,000, and 
1S approaching that place, Major Hunt's scouts confirm the intelli- 
gence, M. LaRue Harrison, 

Colonel, Commanding 
J.D,Brutsche, 
Lieutenant-—Colonel and /cting Assistant Adjutant General 


Headquarters Post, Fayetteville, Arkansas, 
October 27, 1864 
Colonel Stephen H. Wattles, 
Commanding Indian Brigade, Fort Gibson, C.N. 

Colonel: Your dispatch of 22nd instant arrived here at noon today 
(five days out). We have been skirmishing all day in sight of this 
place with the enemy. They are about 1,200 strong, now in this neigh- 
borhood, under Colonel Brooks and Buck Brown, and are very bold. I am 
well fortified, and intend to fight it out on this line. Last Thursday 
as I was coming from Cassville, with a train and 170 men, I was attack- 
ed by 500 rebels under Brown, and repulsed them after two hours se- 
vere fighting near Bentonville. Brooks, with 700 men, was also watch- 
ing the road 15 miles south, near Cross Hollows, but I made a flank 
movement, and brought my train off in safety. I have subsistence for a 
30 days siege, if they wish to try me as long as that, 


Price is at Kansas City, hemmed in by the troops of Curtis, Blunt, 
Rosecrans, Pleasanton, McNeil, Sanborn and Brown, They fought him on 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday (2lst, 22nd and 23rd), and defeated him in 
each battle. If he escapes at all it will be in such a demoralized 
condition that he can do us no harm, Price marched from Pilot Knob 
(where he was repulsed by Ewing) to Franklin; tore up most of the 
Southwest Branch railroad, burnt bridges..The telegraph is open from 
St.Louis to Cassville. If you want the latest news send to me. I expect 
to keep this line open, M, LaRue Harrison, 

Colonel Commanding, Frist Arkansas Cavalry 


Headquarters, Fayetteville, Ark. 
7 October 28, 1864 (8 a.m.) 
Col, Stephen Wattles, 
Commanding Indian Brigade, Fort Gibson, C.N. 

Colonel: Price is again retreating by Harrisonville, Kansas, and 
Granby roads, and is likely to pass near Neosho. On the 24th our forc- 
es were near Little Santa Fe, and Price was 10 miles south. Our troops 
have had considerable fighting, and have whipped and driven the enemy 
and captured two guns, 

M. LaRue Harrison, 
Colonel, First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding 


While encamped at Cross Hollows, General Curtis received a similar 
dispatch from Colone}] M,LaRue Harrison, First Arkansas Union Cavalry, 
commanding the post at Fayetteville. Colonel Harrison stated that he 
was being besieged by Colonel Brooks! Confederate command and Fagan's 
division of Price's army, and he was in great need of reinforcements. 
During the previous three weeks the Southern partisan bands had given 
Colonel Harrison considerable trouble by interruption of his communi- 
cations with Springfield and Fort Smith. He also had much trouble in 
getting supply trains through from the post at Cassville. 


Federal troops had erected fortifications of considerable strength 
at Fayetteville during 1863 and were in a fairly good defensive condi- 
tion against attack from superior forces. 


Headquarters, District of Southwest Missouri 
Springfield, Mo., November 1, 1864 
Major-General Rosecrans, 
Commanding Department, Warrensburg: 

The Ath Brigade has passed south of Cassville. Colonel Harrison had 
some fighting at Fayetteville on the 28th, and was successful, He 
thinks the enemy are moving some troops up through the mountains from 
the Arkansas river, Cooper and Stand Watie had but 1,800 men with them 
the last 40 days and hsge abandoned all idea of moving north since 
Price failed to take Jefferson City and to support himself at Lexing- 
ton, where Stand Watie says he expected to remain some time, I am 
starting troops and rations south as fast as I can. 

John B. Sanborn, 
Brigadier-—General, Commanding 


General Fagan, at his own solicitation was detailed with his divi- 
Sion and 500 men and two pieces of artillery from Shelby's division to 
aid Brooks in making the attack. He formed a Junction with Brooks en 
route, and arriving before Fayetteville on the morning of November 3rd 
with upwards of 6,000 men, immediately commenced bombardment of the 
town and Federal garrison. To meet the attack, Colonel Harrison had a 
force of 1,128 men, consisting of the First Arkansas Cavalry and hear- 
ly 200 militia, all of whom were well supplied with ammunition and 
Subsistence for a ten days' siege, With only two guns General Fagan 
could not do much damage to the Federal works and garrison, and his 
men were still so much demoralized that he could not push them forward 
to make a vigorous assault. In his eagerness to capture the place he 
ordered three charges during the day, but his troops were each time 
repulsed with heavy loss by the destructive fire from the Federal 
small arms, His two guns kept up their fire on the Federal works until 
almost sunset, when, hearing of the approach of General Curtis! cam- 


mand, he raised the siege and fell back to Cane Hill with part of his 
troops and the section of artillery, leaving about 600 men until the 
next morning to cover his retreat, 


"On receipt of Colonel Harrison's dispatch stating that he was be- 
sieged, General Curtis moved forward from Cross Hollows on the morning 
of November 4th, and arrived at Fayetteville about eleven o'clock, on- 
ly a few hours after Fagan'ts rear-guard had left, There were large 
numbers of desertions from Price's army - - - —- When he arrived at 
Cane Hill the disintegration was much more rapid -— - = - Large bodies 
of these troops were reported retreating on all roads east and woush- 
east of Fayetteville, so that General Curtis was detained a day at 
that post before he could ascertain in what direction the mamn force 
under Price had retreated. He finally received information that Price 
with the Missouri troops and recruits who had not left him, with a 
small part of Fagan's division, had retreated south from Cane Hill. 

"Leaving Captain Dodge's Ninth Wisconsin Battery at Fayetteville 
and taking Colonel Harrison with part of his command along with hin, 
General Curtis moved forward again through Prairie Grove,CaneHill and 
Sallisaw Creek in the Cherokee Nation to Pleasant Ford on the Arkansas 
River." General Curtis saluted a small force of Confederate rear guard 
on the south side of the river with several rounds from McLain's Bat- 
tery. Thus was terminated the campaign of the Union army against Con- 
federate General Price, a direct result of the Missouri raid, 


Fayetteville, Arkansas, November 4, 1864, 12 m. 
Major-General Rosecrans: 

Soon after my last dispatch I had intelligence of the attack on this 
place and garrison. The enemy shelled the fort for several hours, but 
retreated on my approach toward Cane Hill. 

Samuel R. Curtis, Major-General 


Fayetteville, Arkansas, November 4, 1864, 12 m, 
Major~General Halleck, 
Washington, D.C, 

Price's forces attacked and shelled this place, but retreated at the 
approach of my command, Colonel Harrison reports his loss as trifling. 
Colonel Harrison will join me in pursuit, as you direct, The enemy 
lost seven, including one officer, The enemy has divided, but seems to 
aim at a crossing of the Arkansas above Fort Smith, 

S. R. Curtis, Major-General 


Camp Arkansas Cavalry, near Webber's Falls 
November 8, 1864, 9 pam. (Recd 11th) 
Brigadier—General Sanborn: 

I have ascertained from reliable sources that the rebel force which 
attacked Fayetteville on Thursday last was 6,700 strong, 5,200 being 
from Price's army, commanded by General Fagan, and 1,500 being the 
force of Brooks and Brown, My force was 958 volunteers and 170 militia, 
making 1,128 men. Please make this correction in the papers for the 
benefit of my command, 

M, LaRue Harrison, 
Colonel, First Arkansas Cavalry, Commanding 


Prairie Grove, Arkansas, November 5, 1864 

Commanding Officer, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 

I camp here tonight. Fagan and his men with three cannon passed this 
way toward Cane Hill. Everybody says this is the fact, so there is no 
doubt about it. Freeman and others went toward Huntsville.I want Gen- 
erals McNeil and Sanborn to know this, so they may not be misled; and 
I hope you will also correct the report about cannon firing in the di- 
rection of Cane Hill, The people here heard the cannon at Fayetteville, 
but nothing of cannon at or near Cane Hill, 

S, R. Curtis, Major-General 


It must be recognized that Colonel M. LaRue Harrison, brother of 
the late Captain E, B. Harrison of Fayetteville, was a shrewd military 
operator, According to Colonel Harrison his men failed to lose a bat- 
tle or skirmish regardless of the odds, Of course it is reasonable to 
suspect that commanding officers always had the fear that the opposing 
forces were better equipped and contained more troops than their own, 


Even though unable to find any report to the contrary, that General 
Curtis or General Blunt had participated in the siege of Fayetteville 
in November 1864, Colonel Harrison was determined that he and what- 
ever troops were under his command were not to be denied the glory for 
retaining possession of the Union post at Fayetteville, 


In any case, there is little reason to believe that General Fagan, 
together with Colonel Brooks, Captain Buck Brown and 7,000 troops, 
would have retreated from Colonel Harrison, with 1,100 troops, had it 
not been for the advancing commands of General Curtis and General 
Blunt from Cross Hollows to re-enforce the Union force at Fayetteville. 
Nevertheless, Colonel Harrison wanted the glory that is a part of vic- 
tory, and in order to attain these ends he sent the following message 
to Brggadier-General Sanborn, who at the time was commander of the Dis- 
trict of Southwest Missouri with headquarters in St.Louis: 


Fayetteville, Arkansas, Nov.20, 1864 
Brigadier-General Sanborn, ‘ 
Commanding District of Southwest Missouri: 

General: JI understand that the Saint Louis papers give accounts of 
Generals Curtis and Blunt fighting at Fayetteville and mention nothing 
in regard to my men. With all honor to those brave and able commanders, 
whom I respect, I say they did not overtake Price again south of the 
Missouri line, and the two battles fought at this place were fought by 
my own regiment with a handful of militia against nearly 7,000 of 
Price's army, and the last fighting was done 20 hours before the arri-~ 
val of the first men of Curtis! and Blunt's army. We had no re-enforce- 
ments or assistance, and we ought to get credit for it. Our own spades 
and rifles gained the victory. I beg of you to set this matter right 
both in Saint Louis and Springfield, so that the public will know it. 
M, LaRue Harrison, Colonel, Commanding 


Colonel Harrison had returned to his command at the post at Fayette- 
ville, where he continued operations against bushwhackers.The over-all 
living conditions in Fayetteville and immediate vicinity are related 
in the following portions of a letter sent by Colonel Harrison to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bishop, acting adjustant of Arkansas, in LittleRock 
in late December: 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, December 23, 1864 

Colonel: =- = = = JI write this as a simple memorandum to guide you in 
your entreaties for the suffering women and children of Northwestern 
Arkansas, There are thousands of old men, women and children left here 
yet. You know their condition. I have from time to time worked to 
assist and protect them, Since you left I have established, at their 
request, post colonies at Rhea's Mill, EHagle's Mill, Bentonville, Pea 
Ridge, Elm Springs, and Huntsville, and am about organizing others in 
Mudtown, Mount Comfort, Oxford Bend, Richland, McGuire's, Middle Fork, 
West Fork and Hog Eye. 


The plan is: 1, Fifty men, capable of bearing arms, unite and ask 
to be organized into a home guard company, and permission to settle on 
a large tract of abandoned land, which is all in one body, 

2. They are organized, armed, and move their families to the place. 

3. They build a block house or small fort in the best point on the 
land (selected by me). 

4, They sign articles agreeting to be loyal to the UnitedStates 
authorities; to abide by the laws and orders from the nearest military 
post; the laws and present constitution of Arkansas; the proclamation 
of the President, etc.; and all are mustered in as home guards. 


They also agree to parcel out the land by vote, giving to each one 
all he wants to cultivate, but to have nothing in common, except the 
common defense and obedience to law. Thus all persons within ten miles 
of these settlements are expected to enroll their names and belong to 
them, and none but rebels have, so far, objected. 


Six of the settlements have made such progress that each will raise 
large quantities of corn next season, and the Union Valley settlement 
has agreed to deliver one thousand tons of hay next season, if needed. 


Bentonville and Elm Springs are filling with people who have moved 
in. Winningham is going to settle Mudtown with fifty Arkansas families 
returned from Missouri. 


All this is no chimeras it is half accomplished now, and the other 
companies are forming and will be at work inten days. Some of the 
forts are nearly done, The refugees have nearly all left this place 
and gone to the colonies, * * * * 

Yours for Arkansas, 
M. LaRue Harrison, Colonel, 
First Arkansas Cavalry 


The seriousness of the operations of organized groups of bush- 
whackers must not be under-estimated, They were a constant threat to 
the safety of the inhabitants even prior to the war, when they were 
called "outlaws", These bands of men remained a problem until after 
the war, the end of which was only six months hence. 


In all probability the greatest day of the war, at least for the 
soldiers stationed here, came near the middle of the year 1865. On 
July lst, the news reached Fayetteville of the surrender of General E. 
Kirby Smith, who was commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi 
Department. The relentless warfare, in varying degrees of intensity , 
against the guerillas, which had been carried on since early spring, 
continued until August 23rd, On this day the First Arkansas Cavalry 
members were mustered out of military service at the Union headquar- 
ters here in Fayetteville, 


"From May 1863 until the disbanding of the regiment a cornet band 
was maintamped at the private expense of the officers, and at the 
close of the war the instruments were presented to the City of Fay- 
etteville,"! 


HOSPITAL FACILITIES AT THE TIME OF THE BATTLE OF FAYETTEVILLE 


A letter dated October 6, 1941, from the War Department, The Adju- 
tant-General's Office, Washington, and signed by E.S,Adams, Major- 
General, relates the following: (This letter is in the Reed family 
archieves. ) 


"In reply, I am directed by the Secretary of War to state that the 
records show that during the period of the Civil War there were two or 
three hospitals, in Fayetteville, Arkansas, using a number of buildings, 
the ownership and street address of which have not been found of record. 


"The medical records show that a General Hospital was opened at 
Fayetteville, Arkansas, in December, 1862, for the wounded from the 
battlefield of Prairie Grove, Arkansas, and was closed in May, 1863, 
when the patients were moved to Springfield, Missouri. That hospital 
is shown to have used two churches, Masonic Hall, Seminary school room 
and three private residences, 

"One was called the 'Post Hospital', though not officially recog- 
nized as such, and was opened from about November, 1863 to June, 1864. 
On the last roll for that hospital dated February 29, 1864, appears 
the remark, 'No post hospital strictly speaking has been established 
at Fayetteville, but the hospital in use is operated as such, soldiers 
being mainly detailed for duty.! 

"The medical records also show that a Post Hospital was established 
at Fayetteville, Arkansas, in August 1865; abandoned in May 1866; re- 
established in June 1867 and finally abandoned in April 1869." 


The foregoing letter was received by the late Miss Lina X Reed and 
there is attached to the bottom a note signed by Miss Reed's brother, 
J.Fay Reed: 

"The Reed home at 612 W. Dickson Street was used as a hospital for 
the wounded soldiers of the Prairie Grove battle, Dr, Andrew Gregg, 
who in his youth lived next door to this hospital, often told me in 
later years, that when he was a boy 10 years old, he went over to the 
hospital most every day and sold the soldiers sandwiches and pies. Dr, 
Gregg also told me that when the soldiers left the hospital, that the 
children of the neighborhood explored the house from top to bottom 
looking for money they had been told was buried there," 


Other than the Reed property, the Joe L. Dickson home, which was lo- 
cated where now stands the Methodist Church was in use as a hospital 
at the time of the battle of Fayetteville, 


Location of Highways at Time of the Battle of Fayetteville 


The Old Wire or Military Road: Just north of the Guner pl » now the corner of 
Maple and Mission streets, the Military Road crossed the city by three routes: the 
western route by way of the Washington school and into the low ground along Watson 
to the intersection of West and Spring and then south along the branch to the inter- 
section with the Prairie Grove road; the central route followed almost the route of 
College avenue and angled across the Square and Mountain street west and then south 
to intersect the Prairie Grove road; and then the Wire Road which originally extend- 
ed from the Gunter place diagonally to intersect South Willow at Spring street and 
which then extended along the Big Spring branch south through Jennings! pasture to 
Vale and on to Billingsley (Moffit or Hog Eye). This latter route is the one with 
which we are concerned during the battle of Fayetteville. This Military Road was 
constructed about 1836 by army engineers, The road came to be called the "Wire Road" 
because the telegraph line from Jefferson City to Fort Smith followed it. Stebbins 
and Company completed stringing of the wire July 4, 1860. The first message was sent 
by Col. J.R,Pettigrew of Fayetteville to the Mayor of St.Louis, The "Wire Road" was 
commonly called the Military Road because it was used extensively for troop move- 
ments by both the Unionists and Confederates, 

Frog Bayou Road: From the Arkansas River this highway followed 
Mulberry Creek, Frog Bayou, Hazel Valley to the present Highway 
16 and then became a part of the original Huntsville Road north 
of Elkins, In 1861 the 
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_ ‘THE CONFEDERATE COMMANDERS 
in the ~ 
Battles for Fayetteville on Bere 18, 1863, and Oct. 24-26, 1864 


WILLIAM LEWIS CABELL (Jan.1, 1827 - Feb.22, 1911) 


General William L. Cabell, CSA, was thoroughly trained in military 
tactics. He was graduated from the US Military Academy at West Point 
in 1850. He was married to Miss Harriet Rector in 1856, Cabell re- 
signed his commission in the Federal army in 1861 to accept a commiss- 
ion as Major in the Confederate army. After serving under Beauregard, 
J. E. and A. S. Johnston, and finally VanDorn in the Trans-Mississippi 
Department, he was commissioned a Brigadier-General in command ofall 
troops on White River. General Cabell was wounded in the battles of 
Corinth and Hatchers Ridge in October 1862, He returned to active duty 
in February 1863, in command of all troops in northwestern Arkansas, 
during which time his troops included one of the largest and best cav- 
alry brigades ( First Arkansas Confederate Cavalry ) west of the Miss- 
issippi River, 

While on the Missouri raid with General Price, Cabell was taken 
prisoner October 24, 1864. After his release on August 28, 1865, he 
went to Fort Smith where he studied law and was admitted to the bar, 
He moved to Dallas, Texas, in December 1872, Cabell was elected mayor 
of Dallas in 1874, 1876 and 1882, During President Cleveland's first 
administration he was appointed a US Marshal. He served as_ general 
manager of the Texas Trunk Railway (Texas & New Orleans Ry.). In 1890 
Cabell was elected Commander of':the United Confederate Veterans of the 
Trans-Mississippi Department, a post which he held until he was elect- 
ed honorary Commander-in-Chief of Confederate Veterans. 
eono 


JAMES FLEMING FAGAN (Mar.1, 1828 - Sept.1, 1893) 


General James F, Fagan CSA was a member of the Virginia legislature 
prior to serving under Archibald Yell in the Mexican War. In 1856 he 
was appointed receiver for the Arkansas State Bank, spending two years 
in Little Rock untangling its affairs, 

When Arkansas seceded in 1861, Fagan was commissioned a Colonel in 
the First Arkansas Confederate Infantry, After the battle of Shiloh he 
was commissioned a Brigadier-General and transferred to the Trans- 
Mississippi Department, He participated in a number of important Ark- 
ansas battles, including Prairie Grove, He was with General Sterling 
Price on the Missouri raid, He surrendered to General J.J.Reynolds on 
June 14, 1865. 

He later took part in the famous Bidar) he EEO War in Little Rock, 
being in charge of ‘an outfit of infantrymen who favored Brooks, preci 
dent Grant appointed Fagan US Marshal for western Arkansas at Fort 
Smith in 1875. In 1877 he was appointed receiver for the land office 
at Little Rock, Fagan's first wife was Mura Ellisiff Beall, a sister 
Of General W.N.R.Beall, by whom he had three daughters. His second 
wife was Lizzie Rapley, by whom he had five children, 


--- Tom Feathers 


